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LIBRARY STATISTICS. 


The Sixth biennial report of the Public Li- 


brary Commission has recently been distributed 
to the libraries of the state. On the last few 
pages are found the tabulated library statis- 
tics. These figures are of considerable value 
te the Commission in estimating the character 
of the work that is being done over the state. 
They can also be used to advantage by local 
librarians in ascertaining the efficiency of 
their own library in comparison with others 
of about the same size. 

The comparison most frequently made is 
in regard to circulation. Such a comparison 
is useful if the different libraries represented 
are all of about the same size, and are situ- 
ated in towns of a uniform size. For exam- 
ple, one library represented in the report has 
a circulation more than three times as great 
as another library with almost exactly the same 
number of volumes, situated in a city of the 
same population. It should be evident to the 
library with the low circulation that its work 
is not up to standard. 

But large circulations may be the result of 
catering to popular demand. It would seem to 
be safer to make comparisons in total numbers 


of borrowers. It is seen, on glancing at the 
statistical tables, that there is vast difference 
in the efficiency of the different libraries as 
shown in the borrowers’ column. That libra- 
ries in large cities should have a smaller per 
cent. of the population on its rolls than libra- 
ries in small cities, is perhaps to be expected, 
but why one city of ten thousand population 
should have no more borrowers than another 
city of five thousand population is not so evi- 
dent. 

Even such a variation as this, however, is 
sometimes explained by an examination of the 
financial statistics. Low circulations and a 
small number of active borrowers may simply 
mean that the library is being severely handi- 
capped in its work by lack of funds. In the 
seven cities that have a population between 
20,000 and 30,000, for example, the library in- 
come varies from a little over $3,000 to nearly 
$12,000. It is apparent that these libraries 
cannot accomplish the same results. The li- 
brarian with the $3,000 income should bring 
these facts, and others of a similar nature, to 
the attention of the library board, and the 
board could hardly refuse to grant some in- 
crease. 

Librarians will think of many other things 
to be compared, such as tax levies, expendi- 
tures for books, total number of volumes, 
number of new borrowers, etc., etc. Many 
comparative tables could be prepared from the 
printed statistics that might help to bring a 
larger income when printed in the local pa- 
pers, or exhibited before the library board. 


The six Indiana public libraries with the 
largest circulation are: Indianapolis, 461,200; 
Terre Haute, 139,654; Fort Wayne, 101,571; 
Muncie, 82,124; Richmond, 68,638; Evans- 
ville, 68,000. 
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HOW ABOUT THE MOTOR BOYS? 





How about the Motor boys, the Automobile 
boys, the Airship boys, the Aeroplane boys 
and all the boys of those self-advertising se- 
ries that are proclaimed as the most enter- 
taining, essentially up-to-date books of ad- 
venture for boys? ‘The best answer to the 
librarian who asks this question is “Read 
them and judge for yourself.” 

The number of libraries in the State that 
have included these books on their juvenile 
lists during the past year is surprising. It 
is very evident that the books have not been 
read nor examined, that the best helps in book 
selection have not been consulted but pub- 
lishers’ catalogs and announcements have been 
used as guides in selection. 

One librarian remarked, “Our dealer recom- 
mended them as the best sellers, so I thought 
they must be popular with the boys, and our 
library should have them. I started the se- 
ries and there is such a demand for the next 
books, I am compelled to buy them.” 

If popularity is to be the only test, then all 
these books fulfill the requirement with that 
class of boys who have not had access to bet- 
ter books and whose reading has been limited 
to such a narrow sphere that they have no 
standards by which to judge a good book. 
The boys who read and appreciate good books 
will not waste time on these series of im- 
possible adventures. 

Why are these books not recommended as 
good reading for boys? The same general 
criticisms will apply to all of them for, in 
spite of the fact that they are written by 
different authors and for the most part pub- 
lished by different firms, these stories are of 
the same type and fail in the same main es- 
sentials. The English is faulty and literary 
style is lacking. The plots are poorly con- 
structed and not well developed. The situa- 
tions tend to the melodramatic. The char- 
acter portrayal is not true to life. The boys 
are either heroes or villains, thoroughly good 
or totally bad. The heroes perform impossible 
feats and invariably succeed in what they 
undertake to do, be it the winning of a prize 
automobile in which an adventurous journey 
is taken across the continent, or the manage- 
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ment of an aeronautic expedition in search of 
Aztec treasure. By constant spying, and 
shrewd detective work, they are able to 
thwart all the plans of the villains who plot 
against them. Because of their superior 
knowledge, they are often consulted by their 
elders and, in important matters, usually give 
the decisive information. 

In most of the stories, the villain is the 
stereotyped bully, son of the rich man of the 
town, and leader of the defeated team. He 
never talks but “screams,” “hisses,” “growls,” 
or “roars.” Inspired by jealous motives, he is 
constantly seeking to “get even” with his suc- 
cessful rivals. No trick is too mean and 
sneaking for him. Using as his confederate, 
some notorious character of the town, he 
plots the downfall of the heroes. Time and 
time again his direful schemes are exposed by 
the ever alert rivals. He is placed in many 
embarrassing situations, but is seldom brought 
to justice. 

The stories are not elevating in tone and 
give little information that will broaden the 
boy’s view of life and lead him to better 
reading. 

What books can be bought instead of these? 
This demand for a good tale of adventure 
must be satisfied or the library will lose some 
of its boy patrons. The request for a new 
up-to-date story seldom comes from the boy. 
He reads the old ones over and over again and 
the books of a favorite author are the ones 
that are called for. All the standard aids in 
juvenile book selection contain suggestive lists 
of stories which are excellent substitutes. 
Appended is a list of thirty popular. books 
that have been mentioned in the recent A. 
L. A. booklists which may be consulted for 
annotations and critical notes. 


Altsheler, J. A. Forest runners. Appleton, 
$1.50. A. L. A. booklist, Nov., 1908. 
Horsemen of the plains. Macmillan, 

$1.50. A. L. A. booklist, Jan., 1911. 

The riflemen of the Ohio. Appleton, 
$1.50. A. L. A. booklist, Dec., 1910. 
Young trailers. Appleton, $1.50. A. 
L. A. booklist, Dec., 1907. 


Barbour, R. H. Kingsford, quarter. 


Century, 


$1.50. A. L. A. booklist, Dec., 1910. 
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Channon, F. E. An American boy at Henley 
(Henley schoolboy series.) Little, $1.50. 
A. L. A. booklist, Feb., 1911. 

Day, H. F. Eagle badge. Harper, $1.25. A. 
L. A. booklist, Dec., 1908. 

Dimock, A. W. Dick among the lumberjacks. 


(Boy explorers series.) Stokes, $1.50. 
A. L. A. booklist, Dec., 1910. 
——. Dick in the Everglades. (Boy ex- 


plorers series.) Stokes, $1.50. A. L. A. 
booklist, Feb., 1910. 

Dudley, A. J. Full-back afloat. (Phillips Ex- 
eter series.) Lothrop, $1.25. A. L. A. 
booklist, March, 1909. 

Duncan, Norman. Billy Topsail and Company. 
Revell, $1.50. A. L. A. booklist, Dec., 1910. 

Earl, J. P. On the school team. Penn, $1.25. 
A. L. A. booklist, Sept., 1908. 

School team in camp. Penn, $1.25. 
A. L. A. booklist, Nov., 1909. 

Eggleston, G. C. Long Knives, the story of 
how they won the West. Lothrop, $1.50. 
A. L, A. booklist, Dec., 1907. 

Finnemore, John. Wolf patrol. Macmillan, 
$1.50. A. L. A. booklist, Sept., 1909. 
Gray, Zane. Young forester. Harper, $1.25. 

A. L. A. booklist, Feb., 1911. 

Grinnell, G. B. Jack the young explorer. 
Stokes, $1.25. A.L. A. booklist, Jan., 1909. 

Hough, Emerson. Young Alaskans. Harper, 
$1.25. A. L. A. booklist, Feb., 1909. 

Johnson, H. S. Williams of West Point. Ap- 
pleton, $1.50. A.L. A. booklist, Jan. 1909. 

Knipe, A. A. Captain of the eleven. Harper, 
$1.25. A. L. A. booklist, Dec., 1910. 

Pier, A.S. The Crashaw brothers. Houghton, 
$1.50. A. L. A. booklist, Jan., 1911. 

Rolt-Wheeler, Francis. Boy with the U. S. 
foresters. (U.S. Service series.) Lothrop, 
$1.50. A. L. A. booklist, Feb., 1911. 

Boy with the U. S. survey. (U. S. 
Service series.) Lothrop, $1.50. A. L. A. 
booklist, Jan., 1910. 

Smith, Mrs. M. P. (W.). Boys of the border. 
(Old Deerfield series.). Little, $1.25. A. 
L. A. booklist, Deec., 1907. 

Strang, Herbert. In Clive’s command; a story 
of the fight for India. Bobbs, $1.50. A. 
L. A. booklist, May, 1907. 
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Tomlinson, E. T. Camp-fire of Mad Anthony. 
Houghton, $1.50. A. L. A. booklist, March, 
1908. 

——. Marching against the Iroquois. 
Houghton, $1.50. A. L. A. booklist, May, 
1907. 

Wheeler, James Cooper. Captain Pete of Pu- 
get Sound. Dutton, $1.50. A. L. A. book- 
list, March, 1910. 

Zollinger, Gulielma. A boy’s ride. McClurg, 
$1.50. A. L. A. booklist, Feb., 1910. 

Rout of the foreigners. McClurg, 
$1.50. A. L. A. booklist, Feb., 1911. 

CARRIE E. SCOTT, 

Assistant Organizer Public Library Commis- 

sion. 


EXHIBITS IN THE CHILDREN’S ROOM, 
FORT WAYNE PUBLIC LIBRARY. 


Our Christmas exhibit of books was a new 
feature this year in our Children’s Depart- 
ment, and may be of interest to those who are 
contemplating such an exhibit in the future. 

The first of December, we placed on exhibi- 
tien in our Children’s reference room about 
one hundred new books—books suitable as 
Christmas gifts to children. We arranged them 
in groups, picture books, fairy tales, stories 
for older boys and girls, ete. Many of them 
were new editions of old favorites, and some 
new books of the year. They ranged in price 
from Walter Crane’s twenty-five cent picture 
books to a six dollar Grimm, illustrated by 
Arthur Rackham. Printed lists were given out 
from the charging desks in both the Adult 
and Children’s Departments. Many mothers 
and older people interested in children’s read- 
ing came in to see the exhibit, and were much 
pleased with the lists as something they could 
carry away with them to use during the year 
when buying children’s books. The children 
were allowed to look at, and to handle these 
books, and even though some of the light 
covers showed that a dirty hand had been in 
close proximity, yet their delight in being al- 
lowed to enjoy such a collection of new books 
set aside all scruples to the contrary. One 
little girl came in every afternoon for several 
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days so that she might look at all the books 
on the little children’s shelf. 

We hope to make this exhibit an annual 
affair, and in this way help older people in 
selecting books for the children at Christmas 
time. 

Beginning the middle of January, we had 
an aeroplane exhibit which proved intensely 
interesting to the boys as well as to many of 
the adults. Before the holidays we began an- 
nouncing this exhibit through the schools, by 
newspaper notices, and by posters in the room. 
In this way, the boys had the Christmas vaca- 
tion in which to work on their models. For 
several weeks before the exhibit, we had three 
models suspended in our room, and these 
served as splendid advance advertising agents, 
for, by talking to the boys who came in to see 
these models, we were able to discover those 
who were most interested in the subject. 

Wires were stretched across our room and 
the models suspended from these—twelve dif- 
ferent models, constructed by boys from ten to 
sixteen, and all showing remarkable skill and 
good workmanship. We had three or four 
excellent drawings made by some of the boys. 
Others contributed pictures for bulletins. One 
of the High School students who is very much 
interested in aviation loaned us several of his 
aeronautic magazines — Air-craft, Air-scout, 
Fly, and Aero. In addition to these, we or- 
dered several back numbers of the Scientific 
American Supplement, numbers containing 
good articles on aviation, and the boys simply 
“pored” over these. Our most popular books 
at this time were Collins’ Boys’ book of model 
aeroplanes and Delacombe’s Boys’ book of air- 
ships. The older boys used Lougheed’s Ve- 
hicles of the air with much appreciation be- 
cause of the working drawings it contains. 
Upon request, the Technical World Company 
loaned us twenty-five excellent photographs, 
and these were much enjoyed and appreciated 
by all who saw them. 

One evening during the exhibit, we arranged 
for aeroplane talks by two of the High School 
students. The room was well filled with over 
one hundred boys, all very attentive and very 
much interested. We found the greatest diffi- 
culty of the evening in persuading them to go 
home at nine o’clock, as most of them wanted 
to stay longer “to talk it over” and to get 
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new ideas from each other. Just at present, 
the older boys are planning to organize a li- 
brary aeroplane club which we hope to make 
quite a success during the spring and summer 
months. 

In February we had the first of a series of 
electrical talks for boys. This was well at- 
tended also. We hope to have two more talks 
in this series, the last being one on wireless 
telegraphy. 

Every Saturday morning, we have a story 
hour for the younger children, and at present 
they are listening to the Wagner Opera sto- 
ries and enjoying them. 

In the upper grades of the public schools of 
our city, the pupils are studying Julius Cae- 
sar, Vision of Sir Launfal, Courtship of Miles 
Standish and Tanglewood Tales. In March, 
we are planning to have Shakespeare, Lowell. 
Longfellow and Hawthorne weeks, devoting 
one week to each, and having bulletins, posters, 
books, as far as possible everything in the room 
for that week illustrative of the author’s life 
and works. MARIAN A. WEBB, 
Children’s Librarian, Fort Wayne Public Li- 

brary. 


POPULARIZING A LIBRARY IN A SMALL 
TOWN. 





In years past the library was a passive 
storehouse of books, and the librarian was 
often merely a guard for them. Her main duty 
was to get back the books that had been lent; 
the number of books circulated was of little 
consequence so long as those that were out, 
were returned in due time. But times have 
changed, the library has become active and 
aggressive and every librarian meets the prob- 
lem of advertising her library to the entire 
community; of letting all classes of people 
know that what they both want and need, can 
be furnished them, and of dispelling the false 
idea that a library is only for women. 

The suggestions for popularizing a library 
in a small town, that I am going to give, are 
of a personal character and are no doubt old 
to most librarians, but perhaps bringing them 
to mind again will renew our ambition and 
stimulate our energy. Because of its im- 
portance, I give as my first point kindness 
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and fairness to everyone. When borrowers 
come to the loan desk they must be shown 
that all the help they need will be gladly 
given them. A librarian comes into close 
touch with the patrons here and it is ob- 
vious that this is the place either to help or 
harm the cause. 

Then let us keep the mechanical work of the 
library from being seen by the public; pa- 
trons do not understand it nor do they want 
to. The more simple our charging systems, 
the better. Let us quietly show each inter- 
ested person how to use our seemingly intri- 
cate card catalog, and to find the books on the 
shelves. The better the people understand 
how to use the library the more they appre- 
ciate it, and the more personal interest they 
take in it. 

It is a good plan to have classes from the 
upper grades, high school, and from the va- 
rious clubs come to the library for instruction. 
It so frequently happens that persons wanting 
reference assistance come at the busiest time 
of day, that we find it necessary to get the 
club year-books and have material ready for 
the meinbers when they come. Also at the 
beginning of a school term, we get a list from 
the teachers of books that will be useful, and 
buy several copies of each. Experience has 
shown that the practical co-operation of li- 
brary and school increases the efficiency of 
the latter and adds greatly to the direct 
value of the former as an educational agency. 
It is well to send a number of books to the 
various grade buildings and leave them in 
charge of some interested person. In this 
way, the parents, seeing their children with 
books, are drawn to the library. 

Advertising in the daily papers perhaps 
reaches more people than anything else. Lists 
of new books, the non-fiction annotated; lists 
of books on subjects of municipal interest; 
exhibits and monthly reports are the usual 
subjects. Give the reporter a little social news 
once in a while and you will find him glad to 
come to get library news. 

In a copy of “Public Libraries” some time 
ago I remember reading of a “Library Sun- 
day.” On a specified Sunday all ministers 
preached a little library gospel. We gave this 
a trial and each minister announced the hours 
of the library and made special mention of 
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the reading rooms being open to the public 
on Sunday afternoons. 

Posters, giving hours and location of the li- 
brary placed in all stations, hotels and facto- 
ries reach a class of people not reached in any 
other way, and many transients pass a few 
pleasant and profitable hours that would other- 
wise have been long and tiresome. 

Bulletins giving the leading articles in the 
current magazines prove a great help to the 
busy man and woman having only a few min- 
utes each noon to spend with us. Many new. 
foreign borrowers were brought to us by our 
having a few books of their own language, 
the lists having been published in the papers. 

ANNA LILLIE TRIMBLE, 
Librarian, Public Library, Vincennes. 


INDIANA ARTISTS’ TRAVELING EXHIBI- 
TION. 





Librarians interested in art exhibits, will do 
well to communicate with Mrs. M. F. John- 
ston, Chairman, Indiana State Federation of 
Clubs, Richmond, Indiana, who has arranged a 
traveling exhibition of thirty pictures, the 
work of Indiana artists. These original oil 
paintings, of a high order of merit, have been 
selected with a view to variety in subject, 
coloring, and size, that the exhibit as a whole 
might be pleasing. Mrs. Johnston writes, “My 
experience on the art committee of the Gen- 
eral federation of clubs leads me to think that 
we have the best state traveling exhibit in the 
country. Reports to date from the towns, 
where the exhibit has been held, claim much 
interest among the people. No charge for en- 
trance is made and many people visit it who 
have never had the chance to see paintings 
before. School children especially are urged 
to come. 

“The expense to each town is about $40.00, 
covering insurance, transportation, boxing, 
hanging, etc. It is hoped that some of the 
paintings will be bought to hang permanently 
in the libraries or public schools. Next year 
the Federation will have a larger circuit, as 
many towns are writing to ask about it. We 
want the work to inspire our Hoosier artists 
to progress in their work and to teach the 
people of our State to see and admire the 
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beauty of our native landscape and people 
with the ‘seeing eye’ of the artists. We also 
hope to keep the work going long enough for 
a generation of children to grow up under its 
influence, that we may really influence the 
kind of civilization we are to have in Indiana.” 

The following towns are on the 1911 circuit 
and for the most part the exhibit will be hung 
in the public libraries: 

Greencastle, January 5 to January 12; Sey- 
mour, January 19 to January 26; Marion, 
February 2 to February 9; Peru, February 16 
to February 23; South Bend, March 2 to 
March 9; Valparaiso, March 16 to March 23; 
Logansport, March 30 to April 6; Auburn, 
April 19 to April 27; Tipton, May 4 to May 
11; Crawfordsville, May 18 to May 25; Con- 
nersville, June 1 to June 8. 

Following is the list of pictures exhibited 
this year: 

Adams, J. Ottis, Brookville. 
road. 

Adams, Winnifred, Brookville. 
blue and gold. 

Baker, George, Richmond. The brook. 


The valley 


Study in 


Ball, L. Clarence, South Bend. On the 
Little Kankakee. 
Berge, Mary T., Indianapolis. Burt Lake. 


Bundy, J. E., Richmond. A wooded hill- 


side. 

Clawson, Charles, Richmond. Harmony in 
gray green. 

Driggs, Beth S., Indianapolis. The Japa- 
nese fan. 

Eggemeyer, Maud Kaufman, Richmond. 
Snowballs. 

Forsyth, William, Irvington. Springtime. 


Grafton, Robert, Michigan City. 
of J. E. Bundy. 

Gregg, A. W. Richmond. Still life. 

Holly, William, Richmond. Winter. 


Portrait 


Ketcham, Susan M., Indianapolis. Look- 
ing seaward. 

King, Emma B., Indianapolis. Winter. 

Lacey, Bertha Jane, Perrysville. The 
Whitewater River. 

Morris, Ellwood, Richmond. Whitewater 
willows. 

Morlan, Dorothy, Indianapolis. A bit of 
the canal. 


Nordyke, M. T., Richmond. Autumn. 
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Newman, Anna M., Richmond. The bou- 
quet. 

Overbeck, Margaret, Cambridge City. The 
pines-moonlight. 


Overbeck, Mary, Cambridge City. The 
white tree. 
Pratt, Ruth, Indianapolis. Lady in green. 


Sharpe, Julia G., Indianapolis. Poppy bed 
at Bracken House. 
Steele, T. C., Indianapolis. 

road, 
Stevens, Will H., Vevay. A splendid day. 
Stark, Otto, Indianapolis. Trumpet flow- 
ers. 
Trobaugh, Roy, Delphi. Moonrise. 
Taggart, Lucy M., Indianapolis. The jade 
necklace. 
Zaring, Louise E., Greencastle. 


The Belmont 


Amy. 


DISTRICT MEETINGS. 

A very creditable beginning has been made 
in the holding of district meetings as planned 
by the Indiana Library Association at its 1910 
session. The following reports, although nec- 
essarily brief, will show something of the work 
being done: 

District A. 


The second meeting of Section A was held 
at Gary, on Friday, February 10th, the first 
meeting having been held at East Chicago on 
December 6th, 1910. Twelve librarians were 
present at East Chicago and ten at Gary. The 
Secretary of the Public Library Commission 
attended the meeting at East Chicago. After 
this meeting the members visited the branch 
library at Indiana Harbor. The time at each 
meeting was spent in informal round table 
discussion. ‘The subjects taken up at the first 
meeting included: Christmas book exhibits, 
how to make them, advertise them, and the 
selection of books for them; Special single 
exhibits, what to exhibit and where to obtain 
material, and co-operation and exchange as 
an aid iu supplying material for exhibits; the 
State Board of Accounts in relation to the 
library; What records to make and how to 


keep account of stock and supplies; Best aids 
in book selection; Use of magazine advertis- 
ing slips, like Wilson’s; What is wrong, spe- 
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cifically, with the Alger, Castleman, et al. 
books; Getting teachers to use the library. 

At Gary the meeting was held at the Vic- 
toria Hotel, as the library is too crowded. The 
following topics occupied the attention for 
nearly two hours: Establishment of a year- 
course library school in Indiana; Reinforced 
bindings and where to obtain them; Value of 
Child Lore magazine; Limitation of children’s 
reading; Care of pamphlets in the public li- 
brary; What magazines most worth binding; 
Use of binders and a special shelf for current 
octavo-size magazines and shelving them like 
books; Care of books in bad weather; Means 
of improving care of books by children; Best 
flooring materials for library; Dispensing 
with the book number on back of the book; 
Establishment of township libraries. The 
next meeting will be held at Laporte, in April. 

LOUIS J. BAILEY, 
Secretary. 
District B. 

The first meeting of District B of the Indi- 
ana Library Association was held at Purdue 
Universit? Library on January 24, 1911. There 
are nineteen libraries in this District, three 
being College Libraries, and one an Institu- 
tional Library. 

The interest in the Sectional Meetings was 
shown by a very general response to a circu- 
lar letter asking for the co-operation of all 
of these libraries and on the day of the meet- 
ing nine libraries were represented by their 
librarians, and in addition three trustees were 
present, two from Delphi and one from Fow- 
ler. This interest of the trustees in the Dis- 
trict Meetings is a very promising one and it 
is hoped that these meetings will give an 
opportunity for both trustees and librarians 
to meet for mutual counsel and advice. 

There was no formal program, but the chief 
subjects discussed were Binding, Reference 
books that are most used, The repair and 
cleaning of books, and Rural extension. 

The Secretary of the Public Library Com- 
mission was present, and his answers to ques- 
tions concerning the best methods of procedure 
in obtaining township support and the proper 
point of view for the library in agitating this 
question were very helpful. 

Although not much of the discussion can be 
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put down in black and white, the interest 
aroused was considerable, and every one agreed 
that a second meeting be held, probably in 
May, and an invitation from the Delphi li- 
brarian and trustees to meet with them was 
accepted. W. M. HEPBURN, 
Secretary. 
District C. 

Fifteen library workers of District C of the 

Indiana Library Association held a meeting in 
Wabash Wednesday afternoon, January 18. 
Owing to the fact that there is no suitably 
furnished room in the library for such a meet- 
ing, J. A. Bruner, a member of the library 
board, tendered the use of the Elks’ club 
house, and the session was held in the lodge 
room. 
Miss Henley, secretary for the district, pre- 
sided and first called upon the Secretary of 
the Indiana Public Library Commission, to 
state the reason for dividing the State into 
districts and the object of the meetings. 

Among the questions introduced and dis- 
cussed at some length were Co-operation with 
teachers; Picture collections and scrap-books; 
Exhibits, art and industrial; Repairing and 
binding, and Circulation of magazines. 

The next meeting will be held in June and 
an invitation extended by Miss Stevens, of 
Logansport, who was unable to attend, will no 
doubt be accepted. 
EUNICE D. HENLEY, 

Secretary. 
District E. 

The first meeting of Library District E was 
held in Branch 3 on East Washington Street, 
Indianapolis, Tuesday, January 31. 

There were about twenty-five persons pres- 
ent at the afternoon session when Library ex- 
tension in some of its different phases was 
discussed. Miss E. G. Browning of Indianap- 
olis outlined briefly the plan for extension work 
in that city, asking Miss Jones to speak par- 
ticularly of work with the schools, and Miss 
Saltmarsh of the branch libraries and the work 
they are doing. The fact was cited that in 
most cases the branch buildings are very near 
school buildings, which makes close co-opera- 
tion of librarians and teachers possible. After 
Miss McMahon had given an idea of some of 
the bulletin work done in the children’s room, 
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Miss Snipes spoke of rural extension as it has 
been operated at Plainfield. The afternoon 
session closed with a general discussion of book 
repairing and binding. 

At the evening session Miss Scott, assistant 
state organizer, opened a discussion on Ex- 
hibits, Art and industrial, which was very in- 
teresting. A few minutes were given to a dis- 
cussion of Picture collections, after which the 
subject of Reference work was taken up. Miss 
Venn, reference librarian at the state library, 
led a discussion on Reference books most used, 
then Mr. Brown, state librarian, introduced 
the subject, State documents that our libra- 
ries should have. 

Our first district meeting gave evidence of 
the benefit to be derived from the free dis- 
cussion of library problems, and we adjourned 
expecting to meet again in the spring. 

LOIS A. JOHNSTONE, 
Secretary. 
District I. 

Thirteen delegates from six libraries in “I” 
district met in Princeton, the afternoon of 
January 26th. 

It is not easy to report even a fair number 
of the questions considered by a convention 
that began as soon as the first delegate 
reached the door, and seemed to continue 
whenever two were met together. ‘wo sub- 
subjects had been announced for discussion: 
Reference books, and How to popularize the 
library. Miss Goslee, who had been asked to 
lead the discussion of the former subject, 
brought with her a list of the books that she 
uses most often in such work. 

Miss Trimble has surpassed all the rest of 
us in her effort to reach everyone in town. At 
present she is engaged in the preparation of a 
bibliography for the use of a club, which ex- 
pects to study architecture next year. The 
bibliography is to be printed with their pro- 
gram. She is expected by the township trus- 
tee to attend the township institutes and to 
give the teachers occasionally, information 
about what the library can do for them. 

The conversation, which had drifted fre- 
quently in the direction of the relations be- 
tween libraries and schools, quite reached that 
subject, when Mrs. Isley asked, what she 
should do to interest the people of Boonville. 


Mr. Milam, Mr. Paxton, and the superintend- 
ent of schools joined with the librarians in 
saying, “Get the children; get them through the 
teachers.” Other topics, more briefly consid- 
ered, were Use of books and reading rooms by 
both whites and negroes; Censorship of books 
and periodicals; and Mending books with flex- 
ible glue. 

We adjourned with the understanding that 
we would accept the kind invitation of the 
Willard library board and staff to meet in 
Evansville some time in the spring or early 
summer. JULIA A. MASON, 

Secretary. 


LIBRARY LEGISLATION. 





Congratulations are due the Indiana library 
association. Every definite recommendation 
concerning library legislation, that was made 
by the association at the South Bend meeting 
in October, was approved by the General as- 
sembly and enacted into a law. Librarians 
and members of library boards owe much grati- 
tude to many members of both houses, and 
especially to the members of the committees 
on public libraries and to those who intro- 
duced and pushed the bills. 

The most important legislation on library 
matters was that providing for a commission 
to “formulate plans for the celebration of the 
centennial of the admission of Indiana into the 
Union by the erection of a state building, and 
its dedication in 1916, to be known as the 
Indiana educational building. The plan of 
such building shall provide for the proper 
housing of the State library and Museum, Pub- 
lic Library Commission, and the educational 
and scientific offices of the state.” The com- 
mission is to be known as the Indiana Cen- 
tennial Commission. It consists of five mem- 
bers, one of whom is the state librarian. A 
report is to be made to the next General as- 
sembly and if the plans are approved and the 
necessary appropriations made, the Commis- 
sion will proceed to purchase ground and con- 
struct the proposed building. 

A very desirable feature of the bill is that 
the commission is authorized to enter into 
tentative agreements with the Indianapolis 
park commissioners and Marion County au- 
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thorities, to the end that the city, the county, 
and the State shall all co-operate in the pur- 
chase and care of the necessary ground. 

This legislation was recommended by the 
governor in his message and was passed in 
both houses with little opposition. 

The law establishing the Legislative refer- 
ence department of the State library was 
amended so as to broaden the scope of the 
legislative reference work. The department is 
now authorized to collect material on munici- 
pal subjects and to furnish such material to 
city and town officers on request. It is also 
authorized to co-operate with the state edu- 
eational institutions in any manner approved 
by the state librarian and the state library 
board. The salary of the legislative reference 
librarian which, heretofore, has been fixed by 
statute is, by the amendment, left to the state 
librarian and the state library board. 

Dr. P. H. Veach, chairman of the House 
Committee on public libraries, introduced the 
amendment to the library laws of 1901-03 as 
prepared by the legislative committees of the 
Indiana Livrary Association and the Indiana 
Library Trustees association. The amendment 
specifies that after the first appointments, all 
appointments made by the judge shall be for 
two years, and changes residence qualifications 
for board members from five years to one year. 
The bill was passed with little opposition. 

Mr. Mord Carter, president of the I. L. T. A. 
and member of the Committee on public li- 
braries in the House, took charge of the 
amendments to the township law of 1909. 
Changes were made to extend provisions of 
the law of 1909 to “any neighboring township 
in the same county”; to authorize the town- 
ship advisory board to make levy without a 
petition (although the law still says it shall 
do so if petition is filed); and to require the 
library board to make an annual financial re- 
port to the township advisory board. There 
was practically no opposition. 

Two other laws of minor importance were 
enacted. One amends the township library 
provision in sections 7 and 8 of the Public 
Library Commission law, making possible the 
establishment of libraries in townships with- 
out an election; raising the maximum library 
tax levy in such townships to one mill on the 
dollar, and authorizing adjoining townships to 
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co-operate in establishing libraries. This bill 
was introduced by Representative Maurice Mc- 
Clew of Angola. The other provides for the 
transfer of real estate to library boards in 
certain cases. Another bill introduced late in 
the session, providing for the sale of library 
real estate in certain cases, failed to get 
through, although there was no known oppo- 
sition to it. 

Senate bill 206, introduced by Mr. S. B. 
Fleming of Fort Wayne and providing for the 
establishment of a library school, was not re- 
ported out of committee. The same measure 
introduced in the House by A. E. Wise of Ply- 
mouth, by request, as House bill 457, was in- 
definitely postponed after a divided report by 
the Committee on public libraries. A bill pro- 
viding for a library school to be under the 
Public Library Commission which was to be 
increased from three to five members, was also 
indefinitely postponed. These bills were not 
endorsed by the I. L. A., by the I. L. T. A., 
nor by the state departments that are con- 
cerned with library matters. 

The accompanying tabulated statement of 
appropriations for library purposes shows that 
another recommendation of the library asso- 
ciations was approved, and that the Public Li- 
brary Commission will receive $10,000, instead 
of $7,000 annually, during the next two years. 
All librarians will be pleased to know also 
that Purdue University is to have a new 
$100,000 library building. 


Regular Annual Appropriations. 
Indiana Reformatory, Jeffersonville, 


School of letters, library and 

GINUACIIOR e565 5 56 Se en's ee ».. $8,000 00 
Public Library Commission........ 10,000 00 
School for the Blind, Indianapolis, 

HENGGS croc 2s Siece decal eewe eaes 500 00 
Soldiers’ and Sailors’ Orphans’ 

Home, Knightstown, library.... 300 00 
State library, total............... 19,820 00 
State Prison, Michigan City, li- 

WGEE ca oeaewets cet yee ess 700 00 
Supreme Court, law library, total. 7,500 00 


Specific Appropriations. 
Purdue university, library building. $100,000 00 
ESE WRI 65 ck acieccceeecces 350 00 
Supreme Court, law library, shelv- 
1 ROME EEE ee cry te 5,000 00 
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SUMMER SCHOOL. 





Arrahgements are being made to hold the 
tenth Summer school for librarians at Earl- 
ham College, June 21 to August 1, 1911. The 
advantages offered at Earlham in the way of 
library facilities and in living conditions are 
excellent and the Public Library Commission 
is glad to be able to conduct the school there 
again. 

The course is maintained for librarians and 
assistants who are holding positions or are un- 
der definite appointment to positions in li- 
braries. There are no entrance examinations, 
but all members of the class must have had a 
four years high school course or its equivalent. 

The course offered in the summer school is 
planned to give a working knowledge of tech- 
nical processes as found in up-to-date libra- 
ries, and to give some little idea of what li- 
brarianship as a profession means. The for- 
mer is accomplished through lectures by the 
regular instructors, and practice work care- 
fully revised every day. The latter is accom- 
plished largely by visiting lecturers. 

The principal courses will be those in Cata- 
loging, Classification, Work with children, 
Reference work, Book selection, and Adminis- 
tration. Book numbers, loan systems, order 
routine, accession, and binding will also re- 
ceive attention. And all this will be supple- 
mented by one or more seminars at which mis- 
cellaneous. library problems will be discussed, 
and by a visit of inspection to some near-by 
public library. 

Instructors, 

Carl H. Milam, Secretary Public Library 
Commission, Director. 

Florence R. Curtis, Instructor, University of 
Illinois library school, Head Instructor. 

Carrie E. Scott, Assistant Organizer, Public 
Library Commission. 

W. M. Hepburn, Librarian, Purdue Univer- 
sity. 

Fees and Expenses. 
Tuition for six weeks’ course.......... $10 00 
a AIRE REnS © aE rae rene ure sra te 
Required textbooks— 


Cutter-Sanborn Alphabetical order 
RRO uirpatsnscicsiestiacie nen eecien eile 2 50 
A. L. A. List of subject headings..... 2 00 
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Dewey Decimal classification, abridged 1 50 


Simplified library school rules........ 1 25 

A. L. A. Catalog rules............... 60 
Room and board in Earlham dormitories, 

RON so. abies aesies eeemeen re 25 00 


Every applicant for admission to the sum- 
mer library school will be expected to have 
read with care the two following books: 


Dana. Library primer, 5th ed., Library 


Bureau, $1. 
Bostwick. American public library, Ap., 
$1.50. 


Application blanks and further information 
will be furnished on request. Address the 
Secretary of the Public Library Commission, 
104 State House, Indianapolis. 


THE NEW ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA. 





So many letters, asking for information 
about the paper and binding of the new En- 
eyclopedia Britannica, have come to the A. L. 
A. Committee on Binding that the Committee 
has decided to issue the following statement: 

The A. L. A. Committee on Binding recom- 
mends that libraries in this country buy an 
edition of the Encyclopedia Britannica spe- 
cially bound for library use. It has no definite 
knowledge direct from the publishers about 
the special library edition, but believes that 
there will be three such editions, none of them 
in India paper. The publishers have given 
Mr. Chivers an order to bind up 100 sets in 
his binding. This, of course, will be bound in 
leather, and will not be sold by Mr. Chivers. 

In addition to this, the Library Association 
in England has submitted specifications which 
will greatly strengthen the book. They will, 
however, add very materially to its cost inas- 
much as they have specified leather instead of 
cloth. The A. L. A. Committee on Binding 
has requested that a special library edition be 
prepared for this country which will meet the 
needs of the many small libraries at a very 
small additional cost. We believe that sets 


will be bound according to the English specifi- 
cations and also according to ours. The pub- 
lishers, while largely advertising the India 
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paper edition, have admitted that they do not 
approve of it for public library use. 
A. L. BAILEY, 
Chairman, A. L. A. Committee on Binding. 


BRANCH LIBRARY AUDITORIUMS. 

The auditoriums of the new branches of the 
Indianapolis public library are proving very 
popular. They are in constant demand by 
various organizations of the neighborhood and 
are the regular meeting places of the Mother’s 
Clubs of the adjoining schools. 

Much enthusiasm is manifested in the meet- 
ings of the Civic Federation recently organized 
in West Indianapolis. The society is com- 
posed of both men and women and the monthly 
meetings are held in the auditorium of the new 
Carnegie Branch Library No. 5. Steps are 
being taken to organize a similar society in 
the neighborhood of Branch Library No. 3 on 
East Washington St. Dr. Frank B. Wynn, 
Chairman of the Civic Commission of the Com- 
mercial Club, delivered an address along civic 
lines in the auditorium of the Branch Library 
on the evening of March 3d. 

At an open meeting of the West Indianap- 
olis Library Boys’ Club on the evening of 
March Ist, Mr. Benjamin W. Douglass spoke 
on Interesting scenes in Indiana, illustrating 
his lecture with the stereopticon. 


A. L. A. 1911. 

The thirty-third annual conference of the 
American Library Association will be held in 
Pasadena, California, May 18-24, 1911. Hotel 
Maryland will be headquarters. Reservations 
should be made directly with the hotel. 

The railroad round trip from Chicago is 
$72.50 and from St. Louis, $70.00. These rates 
permit traveling west by one route and re- 
turning by another, unless return is made by 
a route north of San Francisco, in which case 
$15.00 should be added to the above rates. 
The time limit for return is July 31. A vali- 
dation fee of 50 cents will be charged at desti- 
nation which may be made either Los Angeles 
or San Francisco. 
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For further information consult the library 
periodicals or write to the Secretary of the 
A. L. A., 1 Washington Street, Chicago. 


NOTICE. 





Some large libraries are purchasing the 
1905-1909 cumulation of the Readers’ Guide, 
and are willing to give away the annual num- 
bers for the years covered in the cumulation 
to any small library that can use them ad- 
vantageously. The Commission will be glad to 
hear from any library that wishes to give or 
receive these publications and will endeavor to 
put each one writing into communication with 
some other library of the proper sort. 

For the benefit of the new librarians, it 
may be said that the Readers’ Guide is an in- 
dex to the articles in nearly one hundred of 
the best magazines. The volumes here re- 
ferred to will be very useful to any library 
that has even the nucleus of a magazine refer- 
ence collection. 


WANTED. 





The Gary public library wishes to purchase 
the Indiana quarterly magazine of history, v. 
1, no. 4, Dee. 1905, and v. 3, no. 2, June, 1907. 


INDEX TO NEWSPAPERS. 
December, 1910—February, 1911. 
Abbreviations: S—Indianapolis Star; N—Indianapolis 

News; p—page; c—column. 

Agricultural education. Great interest shown 
in farmers’ Short course at Purdue. N 10 
Jan 711 p 9 ¢ 3. 

Artists. See Bauman, Gustave; Cravens, Ju- 
nius S.; Davenport, Homer; Ruby, Edna 
Browning. 

Authors. See Eggleston, Edward; Johnson, 
Rem. A.; Nicholson, Meredith; Phillips, 
David Graham; Riley, James Whitcomb. 

Bauman, Gustave. Views of Brown County. 
N 17 Dee ‘10 p 27 ¢ 6. 

Beveridge, Albert J. Narrow escape in Kan- 
sas in 1885. S 1 Jan ’1l p 16¢ 3. 
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Black Hawk war. Dr. Wishard recalls the as- 
sembling of militia at Indianapolis. N 3 
Feb 711 p 9 ¢ 5. 

Canals. See Wabash and Erie canal. 

Census. Population of Indiana cities over 
5,000. S 23 Dec 710 plel. 

Charities. The State’s charities. N 23 Feb 
711 p 8c 3; see also Indiana reformatory; 
State institutions. 

Chickamauga, Battle of. Some stories of the 
84th infantry and 5th battery at Chicka- 
mauga. N 21 Jan ’1l p 8¢ 3. 

Colleges and universities. Rank in scientific 
research. N 9 Dec 710 p 2 3. 

Constitution. Proposed changes 
upon by Democratic caucus. 
ple f. 

——. , Governor explains plan. N 14 Feb ’11 
p ied. 

Legislature objects to one man con- 

stitution. S 16 Feb 11 p1lc3. 

Articles by J. P. Dunn on constitu- 

tion making. N 15 Feb ’11 p3e¢1; N 16 

Feb ’11 p3c1; N17 Feb’ll p4c3; N 

18 Feb ’1l p31. 

Durbin and Hanly assail Marshall’s 

plan. S17 Feb ’ll plc i. 

Noted lawyers of the state prononuce 

S$ 18 Feb 


as decided 
S 14 Feb ’11 


Marshall plan unconstitutional. 
‘ll ple7; N18 Feb’ll p4c3. 
Judge Robey considers the plan legal. 
N 24 Feb ’11 p 2¢ 2. 
Various views of the new constitu- 
tion. N 27 Feb ’1l p 4c 3. 
Corrupt practices. Law badly needed in Indi- 
ana. N 2 Jan ’ll plec3. 
Cravens, Junius S. Work as art editor. 
Jan 711 p 38 ¢ 3. 
Curry, William W. Sketch of his life. 
Feb 711 p 9c 5. 
Davenport, Homer. Interesting facts concern- 
ing him. N 6 Dec 10 p 6 ¢ 7. 
Eggleston, Edward. Indiana and the “Hoosier 
school-master.” N 7 Jan ’1l p 6 ¢ 2. 
Flowers. Indiana wild flowers. S 5 Feb ’1l 
p7c 3. 

Forestry. Attica reforestization project. 
Jan *11 p 13. 

Governors. Some of those seen by Dr. Wis- 
hard. N 3 Feb ’1l p 9c 5. 

Removal power of in Indiana. N 29 

Dec 710 p4c 3. 


S 22 


N 15 


N7 


Howe, Julia Ward. Mrs. Sewall describes her 
visit to Indianapolis in 1878. N 14 Jan 
ll pic 2 

Indiana. Review of events of 1910. S 1 Jan 
*11 mag sec p 5. 

Scenic beauty of southern Indiana in 

winter. N 28 Jan 711 p 12. 

Pioneer drummer tells of runs made 

in early days. N 29 Dec 710 p 3 ¢ 6. 

Odd items of Indiana history found in 
some old newspapers. N 1 Feb ‘ll p 4 
e 6. 

Indiana reformatory. Conditions criticised by 
chairman of federation of labor committee. 
N 5 Dee ‘10 p 15 5. 

Peyton’s reply. S 6 Dec 710 p3c 1. 

Conditions praised by John L. Ketch- 
am. N 20 Dec ’10 p ll c 4. 

Indiana University. First in scientific re- 
search. N 9 Dec 710 p23. 

Its work for defective children. 

Feb 11 p 10 ¢ 7. 

Dr. Long’s gift to the School of med- 
icine. N 26 Jan ’ll plel. 

Indianapolis. Death of only surviving first 
settler. S17 Feb 711 p 5c 5. 

Story of journey of Amos McCormick 
to Indianapolis in 1820. N 17 Feb 11 p 18 
e 4. 

Indianapolis day nursery. Work of. S 18 Dec 
10 p 13. 

Indianapolis—Housing problem. Mass meet- 
ing discusses it. N 7 Dec *10 p 15 ¢ 4. 
Conditions found to be improved. S 

9 Feb ’11 p 16 ¢ 5. 

Economie study of conditions made 
by Indiana University. N 25 Feb ’1l p 14 
e 1. 


N 9 


Urgent need of workers among Hun- 
yaks. N 28 Feb ’ll p 6c 5. 

Indianapolis—Police. History of. S 11 Dec’10 
p 38 ¢1. 

Indianapolis—Police court. Judge Collins’ re- 
port. N 7 Jan’ll p7 ce 3. 

Woman’s day. S 12 Feb ’1t p 12 ¢ 1. 

Indianapolis Symphony orchestra. New at- 
tempt at organization. S 25 Jan ‘ll p 3 
e 2. 


Project receives great encouragement. 
S$ 19 Feb ’11 p 12 ¢ 4. 

——. First concert highly successful. S 27 
Feb ’11 p 3c 5. 
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Industries. Show big increase. S 24 Dec 710 
p l4c¢4. 

Indiana leads in stone production. S 
31 Dec 710 pic l. 

——. Broom industry on the boom in In- 
diana. S 4 Dec 10 p 16 ¢ 1. 

Irvington. History of. N 18 Feb ’l1l p7c 4. 

Johnson, Rem A. Indiana’s unknown poet. S 
5 Feb ’11 mag sec p 4. 

Kern, John W. Speeches made at his election 
to senatorship. S 18 Jan 711 p 4-5. 

Lapp, John A. Work of legislative reference 
department of state library. S 26 Feb 711 
pel. 

Lincoln, Abraham. Reminiscences of. 
12 Feb ’11 p 14 c 2. 

His visits to Indianapolis. 
711 mag sec p 1. 

MeCormick, Amos D. Death of only surviving 
first settler of Indianapolis. S 17 Feb 711 
pic 5. 

Story of his journey to Indianapolis 
in 1820. N 17 Feb ’1l p 18 ¢ 4. 

Mars Hill. Plan for new industrial city. S 
19 Feb “11 pl cl, p 34; N 18 Feb’ll pl 
el, p 15. 

Marshall, Thomas R. Message to legislature. 
S 6 Jan 11 p 12. 

Miami Indians. Will press old land claims. 
N 24 Dee 710 p 3c 5. 

Mother Theodore. May be the first saint from 
North America. S 11 Dec ’10 mag sec p 1. 

Nicholson, Meredith. Nicholson on Indiana. N 
10 Dee 710 p 14.¢ 7. 

—. Talks about literary Hoosierdom. §S 
11 Dec 710 p 18 ¢ 5. 

How he named the “Port cf missing 
men.” § 12 Feb ’1l p 33 ¢ 5. 

Oil. Production decreases in Indiana. 
ll p4e3. 

Phillips, David Graham. Shot by maniac in 
New York. S 24 Jan ll ple 7. 

Death of. S 25 Jan ’11 ple 7. 

Population. Population of Indiana cities over 
5,000. § 23 Dee 710 ple l. 

Map showing distribution of state’s 
population. N 27 Dec 710 p 4c 3. 

——. Indiana towns gain at the expense of 
farms. S 28 Dec 710 p4cl. 

Prohibition. Indiana’s only state wide prohi- 
bition law recalled by Dr. Spotswood. N 
27 Feb ’11 p 10 c 6. 


ed. S 


S 12 Feb 


S 4 Jan 
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Public Library Commission. Traveling libra- 
ries welcome guests in many parts of 
state. S18 Dec 10 p 33 cl. 

Purdue University. Great interest shown in 
farmers’ short course. N 10 Jan ’1l p 9 
e 3. 

Rhodes’ scholarship. James I. Osborne chosen. 
N 6 Feb 11 p 4c 5. 

Riley, James Whitcomb. Tells of testing 
poems on audience. S 5 Feb ’11 p lic 2. 

——. His literary friends congratulate him 
on his admission to the American academy 
of arts and sciences. S 19 Feb 711 p 41 
e 2. 

——. Riley, Academician. ed. S 19 Feb ’11 
psel. 

Ruby, Edna Browning. Wins honor as textile 
designer. S 1 Jan ’11 mag see p 8. 

Schools. Vote for free schools in 1848 and 
1849. N 8 Dec ’10 p 6c 2. 

Seal. Buffalo on state seal was true to Indi- 
ana life. S 11 Dec 710 mag sec p 6. 

Shover, Claire A. Woman impressario. 
Dec 710 mag sec p 8. 

State institutions. Food supply praised in 
Russell Sage Foundation report. N 9 Feb 
‘ll pic3. 

Purchasing system 
Russell Sage Foundation. 
p 30cl. 

Stone. Indiana leads in stone production. S$ 
31 Dec 710 p5cl. 

Tapp, Anna. Woman architect. 
mag sec p 8. 

Taylor, Anna. Work in the Indianapolis so- 
cial institute. S 4 Dec °10 mag sec p 8. 

Underground railroad. Incident at an Indiana 
station. N 18 Feb ’1l p 19¢ 1. 

Vernon. History and description of. 
Feb 11 p 15. 

Wabash and Erie canal. Old bond comes to 
light. N 25 Jan ’1l p 3c 7. 

Owner of bond seeks a buyer. 
Feb ’11 p 12 ¢ 5. 

White, Esther Griffin. Review of Indiana 
“Bookplates.” S 8 Jan ’ll p 14c 6. 

Woman. Four Indianapolis women in the 
public eye. S 4 Dec 710 mag sec p 8. 


FLORENCE, VENN, 
Reference Librarian, Indiana State Library. 


S 4 


commended by 
S 12 Feb ’11 


S 4 Dee 710 


N ll 


S 24 
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PERSONALS. 





Miss Zada Carr has been appointed an as- 
sistant in the Gary public library. 

Miss Mary Dunham has resigned her posi- 
tion as reference librarian of Indiana Uni- 
versity library, to become librarian of the 
Iowa State teachers’ college, Cedar Falls. 

Mrs. Anna Isley has been appointed libra- 
rian of the public library at Boonville, Ind. 

Miss Nell Aydelotte, formerly assistant in 
the Sullivan public library, and a member of 
1910 class of the Public Library Commission 
summer school, has accepted a position in the 
cataloging department of the Indiana 
versity library. 

Mrs. J. M. Teal has been appointed libra- 
rian at Kendallville, Ind. 


Uni- 


Mrs. Ida V. Emanuel has been appointed an 
assistant in the Eckhart public library, Au- 
burn. 

Miss Mary Goff, a member of the senior 
class of the University of Illinois library 
school, has been doing practice work in the 
East Chicago public library. 


NEWS OF INDIANA LIBRARIES. 





Auburn.—The Eckhart public library was 
formally dedicated and opened to the public 
January 20, 1911. The building, which is a 
gift from Mr. Charles Eckhart to the city of 
Auburn, was designed by Patton & Miller, ar- 
chitects of Chicago, and is one of the most 
artistic, convenient library buildings in the 
state. Including all the furnishings, the 
amount of money expended on building and 
grounds will not fall far short of $35,000. 


Boonville—On January 21, 1911, the Boon- 
ville public library was opened to the public. 
Two attractive rooms in the opera house block 
have been equipped for library purposes. The 
use of these has been given rent free, with 
light and heat furnished. The public school 
library of 1,100 volumes was turned over to 
the public library by the board of education 
and several hundred new books have been pur- 
ehased. 
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Brookville-—The library board has been 
formally notified of a gift of $10,000 by Mr. 
Carnegie for a library building. The gift has 
been accepted and a desirable lot obtained. 
Mr. Wilson B. Parker of Indianapolis, has been 
selected as the architect. 


Delphi—A beautiful silk flag has been pre- 
sented to the Delphi public library by Mrs. 
M. C. Howe, a member of the library board. 
The flag has been placed in the children’s 
room. 


East Chicago—A gift of $40,000 has been 
given by Mr. Carnegie to East Chicago for the 
erection of two library buildings, one in East 
Chicago and one in Indiana Harbor. Several 
sites have been offered and the library board 
is giving the matter its careful consideration. 


Elwood.—The Elwood public library has es- 
tablished deposit stations in each of the four- 
teen schools of Pipecreek township. Thirty 
books are sent out at one time and these are 
changed three times during the school year. 
The books are carefully selected to cover sub- 
jects of interest to old and young alike. After 
placing the books in the schools, letters were 
sent to families urging them to use the books. 


Evansville—Evansville has had the good 
fortune to secure $50,000 from Andrew Carne- 
gie for the establishment of two branch li- 
braries, one of which is to be placed in the 
west part, the other in the southeastern part 
of the city. The management of these libra- 
ries will be by a library board appointed 
according to the provisions of the library law 
of 1901 and 1903. 


Gary.—The Tolleston branch of the Gary 
public library was opened December 17th. An 
effort is being made by the 6th ward improve- 
ment association to purchase a site for a 
branch library building. 


Goshen.—Since the Goshen public library 
was established ten years ago, there have been 
many changes in conditions. One of the most 
gratifying, is the decreased demand for works 
of fiction and a larger demand for books along 
other lines, such as history, biography, and 
science, particularly the latter. Objectionable 


books which were once in demand are no 
longer called for. 


These have been removed 
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from the shelves and a higher class of reading 
matter has been substituted. 


Hartford City.—Large tungsten lights have 
been installed in the reading rooms of the pub- 
lic library at Hartford City. Additional shelv- 
ing has been provided and several hundred vol- 
umes which have been stored away in the 
basement, have been removed to the main 
floor. 


Indianapolis.—The Carnegie branch library 
No. 5, 1928 West Morris Street, was formally 
dedicated on the evening of January 12th. Dr. 
Frank A. Morrison, President of the board, de- 
livered the key of the library to Miss Eliza 
G. Browning, city librarian, with an appro- 
priate address. Miss Browning responded by 
speaking of the uses and advantages of the 
library. J. F. Thornton spoke along the lines 
of social life, touching on clubs for both men 
and women, and on questions of civic interest. 

Flags have been presented to the Carnegie 
Branches of the Indianapolis public library by 
the three chapters of the D. A. R. Appro- 
priate exercises accompanied the presentation. 


Kendallvifie——The Kendallville library which 
at present is under the direction of the Civic 
club, was opened February 3d with 750 books 
ready for circulation. Five hundred of these 
were the gifts of citizens at the “book shower,” 
and 250 were lent by the Public Library Com- 
mission. The library room is in the basement 
of the Central school building and has been at- 
tractively furnished by the members of the 
Civie club. Among the gifts received is a pic- 
ture of Mark Twain, enlarged from a photo- 
graph which is signed by the famous humorist. 
This was presented by Mr. Louis Keller. The 
public library board which was appointed some 
time ago but which has taken no definite steps 
to establish a library, had a meeting February 
21st, and heartily approved of the work of the 
Civie club. In conjunction with the club, the 
board will further plans to secure a tax sup- 
port for the library and a Carnegie building 
in the near future. 


Noblesville—As a result of a mass meeting 
of citizens held in the interest of the public 
library, the city council voted to purchase a 
suitable location for a Carnegie building and 
the school board voted to turn the library over 
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to a library board. Mr. Carnegie has been 
asked to furnish money for a library building. 


Plymouth.—The city council, at its meeting 
February 27th, voted to accept the gift. of $10,- 
000 from Andrew Carnegie for the erection of 
a public library building. The library board 
was organized several months ago and the li- 
brary tax has been voted. 


Richmond.—Clarence Gennett, a member of 
the Starr piano company, has presented 500 
music rolls to the Morrison-Reeves library for 
general circulation. The purpose of Mr. Gen- 
nett’s gift is to provide the opportunity to 
secure temporarily music of a good quality 
and great variety. A card system similar to 
that used in book circulation will be arranged 
for the music rolls. This is the first library in 
the State to introduce this new feature of 
library work. 


Rushville—The efforts of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution are to be commended 
and they are to be congratulated for their ex- 
cellent work and unswerving ambition in 
bringing about the establishment of a library 
in Rushville. The city council has voted a 
tax for the support of a public library and on 
January 11, 1911, the management of the li- 
brary was turned over to the library board 
which had been appointed. 


South Bend.—The large law library of 700 
volumes owned by former Congressman Abra- 
ham L. Brick, has been presented to the South 
Bend public library by his widow, Mrs. Anna 
M. Brick. This is one of the largest collec- 
tions of legal books in South Bend and will be 
known as the Abraham L. Brick Memorial li- 
brary. 


Spencer.—The public library board of Spen- 
cer has accepted $10,000 for a library building. 
A lot has been purchased and work on the 
building will begin soon. 


Terre Haute.—Emeline Fairbanks Memorial 
Library. Through the generosity of Crawford 
Fairbanks, the Emeline Fairbanks library has 
received a valuable collection of rare old books 
and manuscripts on the early history of the 
Mississippi and Wabash valleys, collected by 
Harry F. Montagnier. 
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Vincennes.—The Vincennes public library 
has received an offer of $30,000 for the erec- 
tion of a Carnegie library building. This offer 
has been accepted by the city council, which 
has pledged the city to furnish a site and to 
maintain forever at a cost of not less than 
$3,000 annually, a free public library. By a 
recent action of the board, the reading room of 
the public library will be opened to the public 
on Sunday afternoons and on all legal holidays 
from 1 o’clock to 5:30. 


Wabash.—The Woman’s Relief corps of Wa- 
bash presented a flag to the public library in 
commemoration of Lincoln’s birthday. 


LIBRARY OCCURRENT 


The Indiana centennial commission, which 
will make recommendations to the next gen- 
eral assembly concerning the proposed state 
educational building, is made up of Demarchus 
C.. Brown, Indianapolis; Joseph M. Cravens, 
Madison; Charles W. Fairbanks, Indianapolis; 
Charles L. Jewett, New Albany; and Frank 
M. Kistler, Logansport. 


Twenty-one Indiana cities and towns, ac- 
cording to the Sixth biennial report of the 
Public Library Commission, now have the 
maximum library tax rate of one mill on the 
dollar. 








